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Dear friends,  

Plymouth is bathed in hot sunshine as I write this letter. It seems to me that we 

have had both lots of rain and now lots of sunshine, a reflection on how our 

lives are sometimes. Life has been very busy here and there are several exciting 

things to report. 

City College  

The work at City College continues with the main event since Easter being the 

diocesan initiative “Thy Kingdom Come”. I asked the special needs department 

to make me a prayer tree, placed in the foyer of the college, and for 10 days it 

was manned by people from St Michael’s, Devonport and myself. Students, staff 

and anyone interested were encouraged to write prayers on cut out leaves, 

which were then tied onto the tree. 



 

The prayer tree at City College 



 

After Pentecost the tree was taken to Stoke Damerel Church and Rev Paul 

blessed the prayers that were offered. We were able to hand out several copies 

of St Luke’s Gospel and were also able to have conversations with many.  

I meet with a member of the chaplaincy team to pray once a week early on a 

Thursday morning. We have opened this up to anyone but we do not currently 

have a place to pray in other than in the office of a staff member. We would like 

others to join us so hopefully next term this will happen. 

City College will be welcoming a new principal who will be starting this month. I 

hope to make contact as soon as I can, to talk about the chaplaincy and its role 

in the college and how we can develop it further. 

Since my last link letter, I have made several visits to my supporting churches. I 

was asked to visit the Church of the Good Shepherd in Pyrford, Woking, a 

connection forged through CMS, with the view to them supporting me 

financially. As well as the financial support, they showed interest in my work in 

Devonport, an interest that spread to their young people’s group. With the 

encouragement of their children and families’ worker, the group arranged a 

sleepover to raise funds for a new computer for the work club. This was a great 

success and raised enough money for at least two new computers. The church 

in Pyrford have also given towards the work of the work club and supporting 

the running of the chaplaincy at City College. 



 

The sleepover to raise funds for the work club 

 

 

The sleepover about to begin... 

 



Work club  

Work club continues to operate every Wednesday and in the last couple of 

weeks we have helped 25 and 27 people respectively. New volunteers would be 

helpful when it is this busy but we continue to help where we can with job 

applications, benefit issues and writing CVs. Although the national figures for 

unemployment are falling, it is not apparent here and there is a real issue of 

long-term unemployment which we are seeking to address. The need for more 

(and upgraded) computers has been met by the church in Pyrford, which will 

make a real difference in waiting times for our members. 

Youth worker  

I have recently been offered a large sum of money for a project in Devonport. 

After consultation with Churches Together in Devonport, it was agreed that we 

look to supporting a youth worker based in Devonport. We have approached 

SWYM (South West Youth Ministries) who place students from their own 

training programme and we will be interviewing in the coming weeks. I have 

already had two applicants. 

SWYM run a programme for training youth workers and we have asked for 

someone who is in their mid-twenties and has some experience. I am looking to 

the diocese for help in match funding the amount received so that we will have 

at least a three-year project. Initially the post will working with the 12-18 age 

group. 

The funding will be managed by a small committee under the auspices of 

Transforming Plymouth Together, an organisation that seeks to promote 

mission within the Diocese of Plymouth. 

Churches Together in Devonport  

TPT (Transforming Plymouth Together) have alerted local churches as to the 

need to provide meals for children and their families during the long school 

holiday. Churches Together in Devonport have agreed to provide a morning of 

games and crafts with lunch on Mondays in August (6, 13 and 20 August).  

Volunteers will be needed to help with this and part of my contribution will be 

coordinating the helpers and activities. 



 

Devonport in the sunshine 

 

Certificate in Pioneer Ministry  

I was encouraged to attend a course at Cliff College (one week) in Pioneer 

Ministry. I have just submitted the written work and hope that I have passed. 

This was a very useful week, not just for the study but also to meet others who 

are working doing similar work and to pool ideas. 

CMS  

As you know, I am a CMS mission partner and from time to time I am asked to 

speak to gatherings of supporters and make church visits. At the beginning of 

June, I was asked to speak to the Welsh CMS supporters group. The venue was 

amazing and very rural and I was able to talk about Devonport and Stoke. The 

theme of the two days was CMS in the UK and I was just one of three speakers, 

helping to give a broad view of the work of CMS. 

Devonport Views (sheltered housing facility)  

Services are still being held fortnightly here. I would appreciate some help with 

this as it is difficult to always speak to those who need a chat and help. Last 



week I was able to attend training from the diocese for those who work in care 

homes. This is becoming a priority mission for the diocese and an opportunity 

to provide support as well as equipping people for this ministry. Some of the 

residents are busy knitting squares, which we are intending to sew together to 

make blankets for refugees. 

Blessings 

Ruth 
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