
What do Richard and Judy and our parish have in common? 

The answer is a book club. 

Did you know that our parish currently has a book club? It meets at lunchtime on a Friday. For those 

of you still unfamiliar with the term, a book club is a group of people who meet to discuss a book that 

they have read and express their opinions, likes dislikes etc.  They then choose the next book to read 

and a date for their next meeting. 

So what is different about our book club? 

There are book clubs up and down the country but ours only reads Christian books. 

Doesn’t that sound rather heavy? 

Not at all.  We all have busy lives and most of us are not planning on studying theology.  However we 

do want to read books that are interesting and maybe challenge us.  The Christian life is a journey 

and reading books about our faith and discussing them with Christian friends helps us to grow 

spiritually.  It deepens our discipleship and ultimately our faith.  Plus it’s good fun too! 

What books have you read recently? 

We read a variety of different books.  Christian novels, autobiographies, books about prayer, new 

titles etc.  Most recent books include Everyday supernatural by Mike Pilavachi and Andy Croft, 

Unbelievable by Justin Brierley (and reviewed in this magazine in October!) and chasing the dragon 

by Jackie Pullinger. 

How often do you meet, and where? 

It depends on the book but usually we meet every 6 weeks either at church or at someone’s house.  

And as with all church activities there is some food and drink involved too. 

How do you decide which book you will read next? 

Usually people come up with suggestions and we decide among ourselves.  They really are very 

informal gatherings. 

What happens if you miss one meeting? 

As I said, we all have busy lives and being unable to attend meetings occasionally is usual.  But the 

great thing is that we all read the book at home anyway so we still benefit from that. 

So how do I go about finding out more about the church book clubs? 

Do speak to me if you are interested.  My email is caroline.oldroyd@googlemail.com and telephone 

01932 858153.   

Caroline Oldroyd 
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